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EVEN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE LEARNING FIRST-HAND
THE DANGERS OF ARBITRARY RULE BURIED IN THE FINE PRINT

One major objective of The Due Process Advocate is to expose the devastating effects of “arbitrary rule” (i.e.
authorities making rules based on personal views and political agendas instead of the law) that have become
commonplace in so many government agencies and institutions across the country.
For example, each and every day,
Americans are exposed to a mine-field of
transactions and activities where their due
process rights can suddenly become
absolutely critical. They might be making
a major purchase (like buying a car or a
house), entering into a business deal, working in a hostile work
environment, receiving a medical treatment, filing an insurance
claim, borrowing or investing money, getting stopped by the
police, going to court, and - yes - even attending a public high
school.
All of these activities can involve a mountain of fine print that
is often never read, much less understood, and attending a high
school is certainly no exception. A typical student handbook
contains a mind-boggling number of directives, policies,
procedures, rules, requirements, and standards that cover
everything imaginable that might occur in the life of a student
from the time that student leaves home in the morning and
arrives home at night.
In comparison to the slightly more than 7500 total number of
words in the U.S. Constitution (including all its Amendments),
a typical student handbook for a high school of 1000 to 2000
students might have, literally, tens of thousands of words!
The problem is simply that a high school student would have to
be a legal scholar to determine which policies and procedures
are arbitrarily imposed on the entire student population and
not grounded in law.
However, in the final analysis there may be a silver lining in the
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cloud: If a high school student learns earlyDUE
in life
that his or
her failure toWANTED
read and understand the “fine print” can lead to
disastrous consequences; that student will be way ahead of the game.
If you have a special interest in due process issues, good verbal and written communications skills, personal experience with
the legal system, and prefer an independent work-style; please contact The Due Process Advocate with a letter of
introduction and/or your resume to explore a working relationship.
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